
Domain I: Organization 
The following are the AAHRPP Accreditation Standards related to the Organization. 

STANDARD I-1: The Organization has a systematic and comprehensive Human Research 
Protection Program that affords protections for all research participants. Individuals within 
the Organization are knowledgeable about and follow the policies and procedures of the 
Human Research Protection Program. 

Element I.1.A. The Organization has and follows written policies and procedures for determining 
when activities are overseen by the Human Research Protection Program. 

Element I.1.B. The Organization delegates responsibility for the Human Research Protection 
Program to an official with sufficient standing, authority, and independence to ensure implementation 
and maintenance of the program. 

Element I.1.C. The Organization has and follows written policies and procedures that allow the 
Institutional Review Board or Ethics Committee to function independently of other organizational 
entities in protecting research participants. 

Element I.1.D. The Organization has and follows written policies and procedures setting forth the 
ethical standards and practices of the Human Research Protection Program. Relevant policies and 
procedures are made available to Sponsors, Researchers, Research Staff, research participants, 
and the Institutional Review Board or Ethics Committee, as appropriate. 

Element I.1.E. The Organization has an education program that contributes to the improvement of 
the qualifications and expertise of individuals responsible for protecting the rights and welfare of 
research participants. 
  
Element I.1.F. The Organization has and follows written policies and procedures for reviewing the 
scientific or scholarly validity of a proposed research study. Such procedures are coordinated with 
the ethics review process. 

Element I.1.G. The Organization has and follows written policies and procedures that identify 
applicable laws in the localities where it conducts human research, takes them into account in the 
review and conduct of research, and resolves differences between federal or national law and local 
laws.   
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